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Dean Papalia, MA, Sign Language Ed.
ASL Teacher
De La Salle and Carondelet High Schools, Concord, CA

Dean Papalia is an ASL educator whose mission is to help ASL become more widely accepted by
high schools across the U.S. Dean holds a Master’s degree in Sign Language Education from
Gallaudet University, and has more than ten year’s experience developing ASL curriculum. He
currently teaches in two San Francisco-area high schools where he leads a collaboration
between the ASL community and the schools to provide students an interactive approach to
Deaf cultural studies. Dean created the schools’ ASL National Honor Society and ASL Club, and

worked with administrators to approve a yearly Deaf cultural trip for students.
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