
Dean Papalia - Teaching Philosophy 

 
Video description: 

 A white man with gray polo shirt is signing at the front of the blackboard.  
 

Effective teaching, in my opinion, begins with considering both the mandated curricular 
requirements and the individual learning style of the students. Considering both 
components allows the educator to create lessons that are interactive and engaging, 
resulting in successful signers with the requisite skills to be successful in college. 
 
One important aspect of ASL instruction is the Lexical approach in which students learn to 
sign words both at the word level and in increasingly complex sentences.  Students must 
be able to put English words into proper ASL structure. To facilitate this, students will be 

placed in pairs or small groups and engage in scripted discussions with me as the 
conversation facilitator. This type of cooperative learning and hands-on approach will allow 
me to create individualized student learning.  

The second important aspect of teaching ASL is to break down the grammar of ASL into 
concrete morphological and phonological components. In ASL, phonology relates to 
individual handshapes while morphology includes movement, palm orientation and 
location. Additionally, non-manual markers are important morphological aspects of ASL 
and, to that end, students must show proficiency in the use of facial expressions, mouth 

movement and “tone of voice” as they sign.  

The ability to discuss and define Deaf culture is the third important aspect of ASL 
education. To achieve this, I will employ an experimental and project-based learning 
approach in which students will interact with the Deaf community and learn first-hand 
about Deaf culture. As my hearing students get to know some Deaf persons and have real-
life interactions in ASL, they will not only learn about the Deaf community and Deaf 
culture, but they will have fun while improving their conversational ASL skills.  

In the classroom, I will implement a cooperative learning environment where students will 
be able to improvise conversations and gain sign fluency by creating opportunities for 
meaningful conversational language. Moreover, I will employ a learner-centered method of 
instruction, in which students are participants in the development of their goals.  Engaging 

students in goal development leads to an increased ownership of the language and a 
deeper commitment to mastering the curricular objectives.  

To summarize, my teaching philosophy is to use a Lexical approach in conjunction with 
cooperative learning. This would include a learning-centered method employing both 
experimental and project-based learning. I feel it is imperative that students be engaged in 
real-world, interesting, cooperative language with both hearing and Deaf peers. I want 

https://youtu.be/U3vnnBXtgKs


them to have fun while they learn and to leave my classroom with the skills necessary for 
college.  
 
A quote is called "No significant learning can occur without a significant relationship".  
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